Nicholas Arroyave-Portela
makes work that is at once
conceptual, political, personal
and sensual. Teleri Lloyd-
Jones puts the pieces together

Ceramist Nicholas Arroyave-Portela talks about
two television programmes as we discuss his new
series of wall-mounted pieces in his East London
studio: the one about celebrity genealogies (Who
Do You Think You Are?) and Andrew Marr’s bird’s-
eye visions of a modern country (Britain from
Above). TV and craft aren’t always good neigh-
bours, but these connections seem apt the moment
he mentions them. His new series of works, overall
title Todo Sobve Mi Padre (Everything to Do with My
Father), explores his family narrative, of nationality
and identity, layering land masses, flags and shards
onto one another. ‘Those images of earth from
space, those amazing, decorative images signify
something that’s going on - we’re looking at some-
thing that we don’t understand but it’s actually
quite significant.” He’s talking about the Marr
programme, but it could easily be his own work.
Four years in the making, this series is a far cry
from the vessels he made his name with in the late
90s. He made a conscious break, not only a move
from pot to panel but a desire to work with concept
and narrative. ‘A pot is just a pot at the end of the
day, and that’s what people saw,” he explains. ‘They
were never functioning objects. They were never
notin a process of evolution, because it was always
a matter of throwing better, aiming to make the
perfect piece.” Now this drive towards the perfect
pot is supplanted by Arroyave-Portela’s personal
- narrative. Individual titles include My Father’s
Migration Roufes as an Open Wound and All the
Things You Did to Me: the series is introspective,
= almost confessional. Arroyave-Portela focuses on
family history, specifically that of his father, who as
. a young boy left war-torn Spain in 1941 with his
mother, to be reunited with his Colombian father,
returning to Spain as a student at Salamanca Uni-
< versity, and settling down in Oxford to raise his
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